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A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 



ISAAC CHILD. 



He was born in the year 1734, at Plumsteadj 
io Bucks county, Pennsylvania, [n his youth, 
he submitted to the yoke and cross of Christ; 
aod, by the influence and operation of the 
Spirit of Truth on his mind, he was made 
sensible of the necessity of Hving a circum- 
spect and self-denying life. He was exem- 
plary in hfe and conversation; his deportment 
being meek, liumble and innocently cheerfulj 
yet guarding against any thing that would 
tend to lightness in behaviour. His company 
was pleasant, and his words savoury and edi- 
fying. 

He was endowed with a large share of 

natural understanding; which being sanctified 

tiy Divine Grace, he became well qualified for 

^1 service in the church. 

Friends who were well acquainted with him 
My, ihey were " fully satisfied he was «m 



whom the Lord, in his wisdom, saw meet to 
make use of for the work of the Gospel; hav- 
ing fitted, qualified and called him forth, when 
but young, to publish the glad tidings thereofj 
to which Divine call, and holy requiring, be< 
gave up in obedience; and suffered not the 
things of this world to take up his mind. Hia 
testimony was living, sound, and delivered with 
Divine authority; for he handled not the word 
deceitfully, nor endeavoured to please itching 
ears. As a true servant of Jesus, he waited 
to be renewedly endowed with power from on 
high; whereby he was directed to divide the 
word aright, and speak home to the states and 
Conditions of the people." 

He had a clear delivery, and ready utte^ 
ance; his style being familiar to the lowest 
capacities, and his matter well connected; his 
doctrine sound; and his powerful ministry had 
a great influence upon the minds of the people.) 

Such is the character given by Friends ol 
the monthly meetings of Buckingham and Al> 
ington, concerning this dedicated and dignifii 
servant of God; and which shows the high 
estimation in which he was held by his cotem- 
poraries, as a man, and as a minister of tht 
Miospel. For a further account of him, sei 



k 



Book of Memorials, printed in 1787, page 
268, &c. 



In addition to the testimony given by 
Friends, immediately after his decease, we 
may introduce the concurring sentiments of 
men of rcspectabihty, now Uving, who were 
well acquainted with Isaac Child in his life 
time, that he was not only a man of large 
natural capacity, of sound mind and under- 
standing, but he was a religious character, that 
was not subject to a gloomy or melancholy 
temperament; nor the enthusiasm of a heated 
imaginalioQ. 

He resided at Plumstead till within about 
five years of his decease; when he removed, 
with his wife and two children, to Lower Dub- 
liu, in the limits of Abiiigton meeting; where 
be died on the 5th of the 4th month, 1769, 
aged thirty-five years. 

The extraordinary Vision which he saw, ia 
ihe 7th month, 1757, was while he lived at 
Plumslead. It is stated that, at the time of 
the revelation thus made to his mental view, he 
was in the harvest Geld; and that his labourers 
Tceived he was under some very serious im- 
leion, by his standing aVvW fox acflsw "yssa 
1* 
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After which he went to the house, and wrote 
the vision that he had seen, for the purpose of 
publishing it. It is further stated, that, after 
being discouraged or prevented, by some o^ 
his friends, from having it published, he alwayi 
- manifested his regret and dissatisfaction with 
its suppression. Numerous copies, however* 
were taken, and spread among his friends and 
others; and, it is said, a small edition was 
printed about the time of the American Revo* 
lution; with some attempts to explain it, as 
prediction of that event. 

Another small edition was published, from 
aji incorrect copy, in the year 1814. To ob- 
tain a correct copy of the original, consider- 
able pains have been taken; and the publisher 
believes the following to be such a one. Many 
friends apprehending the vision to have some 
particular reference to the present time, 
state of the Religious World, have expresse 
wish that a correct edition might be presented- 
to the public; hi order thai the important doc- 
trine and council therein contained may fi*; 
spread, for the instruction and benefit of tkosif 
who have " ears to hear what the Spirit saitk 
UjUo the Chtirches,'" 



VISION 

OF 

ISAAC CHILD, 

OF PLUMSTEAD, 

WHICH HE SAW CONCERNING THE LAND OP H18 
NATJTITy.* 



"And it ahalt c 
Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters 
prophesy; your old men shall dream dreamsi your jotuig men. 
ahali aee viaioaa." Joel, ii, 2S. 

In that appearance which is not of man, nor 
accountable to man, I looked, and beheld a 
oreat and hiL'h Mountain;t and thereon stood 



" "The land of his Nativity." — Tiie spiritual profes- 
sion of Chriatianiiy, particularly as held by the Society of 
Friends, of whicli lie was a member, wilhoul refereoce to 
ilie schisms, divisions or separations which hare occurreil 
amoDg ihein, both in England and America, since the period 
of ihia vision ; and whlcli vision was no doubt intended as 
a deep caution to the Society in that day, in relation to 
lhMr/w(«re steppings, thai they might coniiuue lo exhibit 
to ^ cominoa world, a standard of moralily and practieat 
nj[hteousness, as a light or beacon, emanating from an un- 
ihrided body. 

t "^ great and high Mountain." — A great and exalted 
piefmsion of the spirituality of the Chriaiian religion: and 
■'lie probably has never been a people raised up, lo illus- 

U more practically the glorious truths of the Gospel, than 

we who in the early period of their histotv, -fitiT^ «aaxvir 
Hj' called Qiiakera. 



Candlesticks* of gold, of silver, of brass, and 
of iron; and there w^ere candles put therein; 
some of which were burning very bright and 
clear; and some appeared dull, and almost gone 
out; and some were quite gone out. And there 
were others that were covered with vails,t to 
defend them from storms; for they were all 
standing open to the firmament. And whilst I 
looked, the Candlesticks became Men; and they 
walked up and down in the Mountain. 

And I looked; and, behold! the light of the 
sun disappeared^ for a short season; and clouds 
of darkness, and storms and tempests came, 
and beat upon that Mountain. And then the 

■ "Candlesticks." — Mixed stale of society, growing onl 
of birthright membership. — "As gold exceedeth silver, and 
silver, brass; and brass, iron;" even so is the comparative 
sincerity of men and women, in their prolession of the 
Christian name. — The "candles" represent I hem" as pro- 
fessors; and the "burning" or light emitted, deoolea the 
amount of llieir good works or fiuila of the spirit. 

t "Covered with Fails." — Professors of religion "co?er- 
ed" with or abounding in riches or the strength of worldly 
circumslsnces; such too frequently obtain a standing among 
men and in the church, more by their means, than from 
any intrinsic excellence or svperior qvalificalion of Ike 
spirit: these liave their wealth to defend themi or (o lean 
apODt in the time of adversity. 

\ "Light of Ike sun dimppeared."-~Fmth and confi- 
dence shaken, occasioned by dreadful forebodings, irepida— 
lions and fears, ^^hich beat upon this highly professing 
people; and many of those who were rich, were grievously 
alarmed, their confidence exliuguished, and iheir estates 
either coDfiscated or destroyed, by reason of an overwhelm' 
irtS scourge growing out of the American Revolution, com- 
psied lo "clouds of darkness, and storms, and tempests:" 
~tteh not professing the truth in the love of it, walked no 
jore villi this people. 



Candlesticks, over which the vails were spread, 
■were grieviously shaken, and their vails rent 
from over them; and the Candlesticks (which 
were men) were left in thick darkness; for their 
candles were beaten out, and some of ihem 
were overthrown. 

And whilst I was looking from off the wall ' 
of the Mountain,* which was built with pure 
gold and precious stones, there appeared a nu- 
merous companyt from another country, follow- 
ing after ignis fntuus ;^ and their leader rode 
upon a scarlet-coloured beast ;§ and his name- 
was Opposition and defence. And when they 
that sat in darkness|| upon the Mountain, saw 

■ " Tfallof Ihe Mountain." — The iliscipUne, and plairi- 
ties* of dress am! address: the former, as ihe moral Bland-, 
ard of lliese profeaaors. and compared In' pure gold; the 
iBlter, iheir professional badge as ilie people of God, or pre- 
cious atones — both liaving been insliluled in the wisdom of 
Uuih. 

t " .3 numerous compani/." — The mother country, ob- 
Mtving the growing diaposiiion to iiisubonhnatioti and re- 
bellion in the colonies, sent out uddilioual U'oopa lo aup> 
piGBB this Kpjrit, and lo coerce the colonists into a Giibmia- 
wm to her unjust demands and measures. 

t "Ignis Fuluus.^' — Delusion. — By recurring lo_ the 
Uslory of Ihe American Kevolulion, it will appear evident, 
thu die Mother country, at that day, was under & great de- 
Innon, in the courKe of conduct which was extended lo the 
S»li colonies, 

S " Scarlet Colored Beait." — Declaration of war: asso- 
litt«I with measures of a twofold characlf r, viz. OfTeueire 
fi defensive. 

B" Sat in darkness." — Such who had made professian 

plA-truth, but had lo>it faiih and confidence; and believ- 

iucl of the colonists to be ihal of rnbels, 

KB oner Ihe prflcinus walia ihal were round about." aod 

d themselves wJih the interests ot l\ve lAo^'aei to-m.w^. 



the multitude which came forth, they went fortb 
from the Mountain, and broke over the preciougi' 
walls that were round about; and went to ih^. 
leader of the multitude, and honoured himwiti 
very great honours; and some of tliem joini 
with him in his host, and followed ignis falux 
with him. And they rejoiced, saying, " W« 
will do valiantly, for our God is with us; ant 
we ivill tread down our enemies, even ever] 
one that riseth up to oppose us." And otheri 
gave him much money, and many great gifts;* 
saying unto him, "Go forth witli thine army^ 
and beat down these storms and tempests where- 
with we arc so tormented." So he went witl^ 
his compfiny, and beat against them; but could 
not prevail.t 

' " Great Gi/is." — Aiding ihe army with provisiona, iU, 

t ** Could nol prevail." — Ui 
Iher cooniry, in prevenling llie 
the presenl form of government. 

Note. — The Revolutionary war continuing, llie Buffering 

of Friends greaily increased. They were elripped f 

nearly all their personal property, and sotnetimea whei 

they had large herds of entde, ihe last cow was dri?« 

away. Bui even wicked men respect consistency; an 

those who KulTered most, were such as had indulged ton 

freely in political ilispniea and conversation; while ihe o 

preteora were evidently more favorable toward those, wl , 

meddled not with the prevailing cmiteniions, but patiently 

and quietly BulTcred as the peat^eable followers of Him, WWl 

said, " My kingdom is not orihia world." — .The colleokni 

would frequently go away wiihout taking any thing froO 

I auch; and when compelled to disiriln, they m.inilesied mod 

|^«luctance. — See Life of Henry Hull "Friends Library," 

Kml. iv. p. 241. 



And they that remained in darkness, in the 
Mountain, made war* with the golden Candle- 
sticks, whose light appeared bright, and ceased 
not from shining; but they were not able so 
much as to dim the hght thereof; neither they,, 
tior the tempests that beat against them ; fo« 
they fled to the Towert that was in the midst 
of the Mountain. Then they that were in dark-; 
BOSS, were grievously perplexed, and pricked in 
their hearts; and they gathered themselves to- 
gether, and conspired one with another, saying^] 
"Let us build ourselves places of rcfuge,J where- 

■* "Made War." — Great conflict in thai day, between, 
those " ibal remained in darkness in the moualain" and 
"the golden Candlesticks," claiming as seceders a right to 
a portion of the properly; and which difficulty was finally 
sdjusted, by the munificence of the Legislature of Penn- 
lylvania. 

t " Tower." — The inward principle of Divine life— " 
Tha name, spirit and power of the Lord is a strong loweri 
whereunio the righteous flee and find safety. 

X " Places of Rejiige." — These seceders, " known by 
the name of Free Quakers," " gathered themselves toge- 
ther," and buill a meeting-house iu the city of Philadelphia, 
and openly made profession, as a distinct religious Body: 
others sought refuge in other religious societies; whilst 
many others were scattered, and became a wreck among, 
the people. 

Note, — "After which we were at Acuahnel and Long- 
plain; at the last of which was S. W., a preacher among 
Ihoae who had separated from Friends in Philadelphia, 
known by the name of Free Quakers, — He liad taken b 

I Tpyage into these parts, for the purpose of discouraging T> 
D. from returning back to the Society of Friends. — T. wa« 

I wwe a favored minisler in the SocieV^ , \)U\. V'ssi, ftw^^i^AQ 
fi»m it, and had drawn many awa^ '"^'^ ^vvkv, ^i*». ''w»^ 
made seasibh of his error, he had ofleiei a.w wita.'a.-«\«.'W 
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unto WG may flee in the time of trouble." And. 
they took the holy name of the great God aii 
Heaven ia vain ; saying, " He will be with u^ 
and go forth with our armies." And they made- 
themselves preparations for war. 

And as I looked, one came forth in his glori- 
ous appearance;* and he cried, saying, "Cease 
ye to make unto yourselves martial prepara- 
tion, and instruments of war, and of aefence; 
for, behold ! there is in this MountaiD a safe 
hiding place; and the walls thereof are sure." 
But many believed not; for they were in dark- 
ness; and hardness of heart overcame them; 
so that they gave no heed to Him, nor to his 
messengers which he sent unto many; but they 
remained exercising themselves in a martial 
manner. 

Then there came forth a voice from on Highj'ti 
saying unto him that appeared, "Remove th 
golden walls and bulwarks from about th' 

• " Glorious appearance" — A message of Gospel \o9 
la all in a dark seceding epirii. 

t " .^ voice from on high." — In ihis day of great sha^ 
ing, many had bei^ome exatled in iheir own strength, ai 
ihrough the force of education, tradition, and love ofmon$, 
forgot " the mighty power," and resting in the tti 
cipline, wliich had been to ihem only as a wall of defend 
and exalting it as their standard, began to be an oalwan 
and lettered people. ' 

ment, condemning hts conduct, and was reinstated in met 
bership. Many of those whom he led away, are still o: 
poied (o trouble, particularly the dear youth, who are lei 
to wander in the wilderness of thia world, as sheep hariii' 

[•o shepherd."— See Life of H. Hull, " Friends Library, 

hfiri. iF. p. 252. 



Mountain; for they have exalted themselves in 
their own strength; and have forgotten the 
mighty Power, who hath been a place of refuge 
in the midst thereof; and wlio built the walls, 
and set up the Candlesticks, and lighted the 
candles that are therein." But he said, " Let 
the Tower remain therein, and he that is able 
to flee to it, let him flee, and be safe; for I have 
determined what I will do unto this place," 

And, suddenly, the wall, which was of gold 
and precious stones, was taken away* from ' 
about the Mountain; and the wild boar of the 
forestt entered into the borders tliereof, and 
raged in his fury; for his chains were loosed, 
and he was released out of his prison; and he 
began to remove many of the Candlesticks, and 
essayed to destroy the whole Mountain. And 
the cry of widows and orphans began to bo . 
heard in the land, and they were greatly depised 
1 that trusted in the holy Name of Jesus, whose 
1 light still appeared; and they mourned and wept 
\ for the candlesticks that were removed out of 

" Was taken away." — Apostacy. — Gradual decline 
I wd Tailing away from priniilive ground — SubBiiluiJng ima- 
l|infitio[i, nolioii, opinion, speculation and creaturely taste for 
|lta>elalion — Man made elders and overseers — Introduction 
lus, superficial and/rui/Zess ministry — D«parlure 
Horn plainness of dress and address, among the children of 
Ihii people — A restless and fruiiful spirit, in efTecting fre- 
fueni changes and alterations in ihe discipline, lending to 
veinmodate it lo the growing weaknesses of society, and 
"acting ila adminiairaiion lo loo many, who were only 
line letter of the profession. 

' Boar of the ForeU." — Worldly mindedness — a 

unancustomed to Ihe government of truth, though 

jsly busied in things perlaioiag lo got^Vmtw. 
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their places, aod for the golden wall that wi 
taken from about ihem. 

And there appeared an angel of the Highest, 
iaving in in his right hand a pair of goldea 
snuffers; and he passed through the midst 
the Mountain, and anuffod the candles that wi 
dimmed, and gave them of the golden oil, n 
ning through the golden pipes, from the t' 
golden olives, that stand before the Lord on Wtg 
And he spake comfortably unto them, and tc 
them it was because of the cursed 9odomy,ta 
great forsaking of the Lord tlieir God, that thej 
were thus judged. But he said unto them, " Fear 
ye not, although the ancient wall is removed from 
about this piece, it is but that the wicked may 
receive the reward of their works; and that the 
land may be cleansed from the pollutions thereof 
For there is an horrible rebellion in this land, 
and turning aside from the way of righteous- 
ness; provoking the Holy One by sin and trans- 
gression; and breaking the holy covenant of the 
most High God. Therefore, thus saith the 
Lord, I have turned my hand against this place 
for evil; and 1 will give them over to the fur- 
nace of affliction; and he that cometh forth, 
shall come forth as pure gold, tried in the fire; 






• " Angel of the highest." — A lenderviaitalion ofgMpfll 
Idtb, to all who were true believers, and as such, gave e»i* 
dences of their eincerity in the fruils of the spifit: ibeu 
weie cnnifarled, and iheir strength renewed iu him, who ' 
a strong' lower unto the rightcoua. 
* •' C'urged Sodomy" — MinluTe^Pf ide, fullneu ofbreid^ 
abanitance of idleneaa, tliscoveiaWe m'i\a n " 
•lalions. 
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! pure than the golden wedge of Ophir, 
And he that comcth not forth, is he that despis' 
eth mine holy covenant; and I wilt forsake 
him, and give him over to the lormentors; and 
I will remove his Candlestick out of its place*. 
There shall be direful weeping, and gnashing 
of teeth; and there shall be a great overturning 
in the land, saith the Lord. For, behold! I 
have threatened them with famine, and with tho 
sword in the land, and have scourged them in, 
their borders, for their wickedness; but they 
have refused to humble themselves before mej 
and have lifted up the heel against me, and the 
meek appearance of the Messenger of the holy 
Covenant. They have made this wicked world 
their idol; and they worship it day and night. 
And when they gather in their most solemn as- 
semblies, behold! it is in their minds. Cursing 
and swearing, drunkenness, whoredom, theft, 
chambering, wantonness, and all manner of 
abominations, are in tlieir borders. And yet, 
saith the Lord, they will afflict themselves witlt 
fasting; and put up their prayer, saying, 'Lord 
save us;' whilst their hearts thirst after the 
blood of their enemies, which I have suffered 
to come in upon them. But, thus saith the Lord, 
I will accept none of your prayers, your fast- 
ings, nor afflictions of body; but I will snffer 
to come in upon you the waters of a mighty i 
river, wliose flood shall go over the banks of thft 
land of Immanuel; the strength thereof shall 
overspread tho whole land-, aui^Vwt ■^^■^^^.■^ 
a great affliction, which sV\iv\\ ftoV cc^'i^,v«! 
eia aad transgression be eivViTeN-j ^iVJfi'ViX ''^^'^ 



In this time, many shall strive to flfie to tli» 
strong Tower that is in the midst of the Moun- 
tain; but none shall be able, except those whose 
candles remain burning, and whose Hght shine 
in their borders. They shall strive, and shal 
be able, and shall have the songs of salvation 
to sing upon the banks of deliverance. They, 
shall say, 'Not by might, nor by power, but" 
by the Spirit of our God, wc are saved from oui^ 
enemies.' Wliilst they who believed not (hav- 
ing heard) suffer for their sins." 

Then I looked; and, behold! the wild boar o£ 
the forest continued making war in the Moun-* 
tain; and slew many in her suburbs; and took' 
captive, men, women and children. ' 

Then the Candlesticks which were of silver,^ 
of brass, and of iron, and many dark Candle-i 
sticks, rose up to resist him;* and they went out, 
against him, and smote him in his hinder partStr. 
and wounded him a little; but they could not. 
prevail against him. Then they cried alouA 
against the golden Candlesticks, and said, "Our, 
wives and our children arc taken captive; andi 
our men are slain by the sword of them that- 
are no people; and ye will not arise for ow 

* "Rose rip to resist him." — Crealurely anJ offioion 
efforta of audi who were iinsanctifjed, in assummg and ei 
erciaing the power of the body as the travel of the churclh 
in arresiing ihinga palpably wrong; being the comraeoco-^ 
ment of a liberty or disposition which opened a door to^* 
the fDrmatioj! of popular eocieiiea to put down evil, such a ^^ 
AbnyWinn, Tracl, Bible, Peace, Anli-slavery, Temperance* 

Sv'elies, &c. &,c., with which \he " GoXAen Ci\\i\et\.\ii'w'^fi 
Id nol unite, ihongh some dnJ, awi^eieta^ \settmR% ^aS 
(y tothat, which evechaa oppreaBci^e uaaicfti,. fl 



help." And power was given them to oppresS' 
the golden Cnmllesticlts for a time. 

Then the golden Candlesticks wore silent, 
and greatly distressed for a season. Then they 
arose; and some of them went forth, and joined 
with the Candlesticks of silver, of brass, and 
of iron, because ofthe oppression that was upon 
ihem. And they which were left, assembled 
themselves together on the top of the iVIountaia,i 
and sat silent for a time, before the great Tower, 
that was in the midst thereof. And mimy- 
were pained in their very hearts; and they lifted 
up their voice unto the great Lord of Sabaoth, 
because of the destroying, and carrying away 
captive that was in the land. 

Nevertheless, it pleased the Lord of Sabaoth,. 
to continue his judgments for a time and limea. 
But as they continued crying, and humbling;, 
themselves before him, imploring the help of 
his sacred Majesty for themselves, and for the 
people — it pleased him, in his infinite goodness, 
to command the boar ofthe forest to return 
from their borders; and he chained liim* with a. 
strong chain, and put a hook in his jaws, and 
drew him back into the wilderness. And the 
Mountain was at rest for a short season; but 
the walls thereof were not rcibullt, neither shall' 
they bo for the days of many generations saith 
the Lord. 

And about this time the Candlesticks of sil- 
ver, of brass, and of iron, exercised authority 
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over the golden Candlcslicks; and would hai 
overthrown them, but they could not; by rcasoi 
of the Tower that was in the Moun Lain, when 
unto ability was given them to floe. 

And, beliold! the winds of heaven* area 
and blew upon the Mountain; and the watel 
of a great rivcrf came forth, and passed over tbj 
Mountain. And there was a great earthquake^ 
and after tlie earthquake, there followed 
mighty Furnace,§ whose burning was as tli 
burning of hme. And the Candlesticks of sil- 
ver of brass, and of iron, were cast into tbi 
Furnace: and the fire thereof burned in them»' 
And all of them which came out of the Furnace 
came forth as pure gold; but they which came 
not forth, were no more, but became as fuel of 
fire; and as many golden Candlesticks were re- 
fined therein. And as 1 beheld, there appeared' 
candles in them which came out of the Furnace 
which were all of pure gold, set around with 
precious stones. And one of mighty power 
rent the Heavens above, and came down; har* 
ing in his right hand a live coal, which he had 
laken from the holy altar of the most High God; 

' TTie ivinds of heaven." — Commotion in ihe mia^ 
if ihe people. 

t " The waters of a great river." — Separation both « 
this couuiry and in Europe. 

t " Great Earthquake." — Great cODlenliona about dW'^ 

§ Mighty Fumace." — public opinion — lesllng whelhBL 

our liglua tfo eo shine before men, lliat they seeing our gW"' 

works, may have cause lo glorify our Father whioh i» !■. 

heaven; ami iv/ielher we are now Using up lo the high pW 

fessinn, y/hich /roin the rise of l\V\a Bocie^-j, vift\vw«W»i 

tnaking as the people of God, XE&. ot Sk"^. 



and he touched the candles, and the liglit ap- 
peared. 

And I beheld, and lo! the waters of the great 
river assuaged, and there was a caUn; and the 
golden Candlesticks (which were perfect men 
and women) went up to tlie top of the Mountain, 
rejoicing. But the Furnace still remained lai 
the Mountain; that at any time, if any of thei 
Candlesticks should appear rusty, they might' 
be refined therein. And lie that came down 
from above, held golden snufters in his hand, r 
that if any candles appeared dim, he might 
clip them; that their light might renew its 
shining. And he also had power over the two 
golden olives, and iheir golden pipes; and he.' 
commanded them that ihey should pour fonh of I 
the golden oil into the golden Candlesticka. 
And I also saw the peaceable streams of Shiloh, 
descending on the Mountain; and they were 33 
pure gold, clear as crystal. And he that heldl 
the golden snuffers (whose appearance was like 
unto ihc Son of God) called unto thein that 
stood upon the Mountain, saying, "Come, and 
drink freely; for this is the new wine of thar 
kingdom of God." And they came, and drank 
thereof; and sang praises unto Him that IJveth' 
for ever and ever. And they honored him, and 
worshipped him in the beauty of liolincss. 

And he that called them, made a Covenant*^ 

I 

• "Made a Covenant." — A renewed call lo llie praclice, 
snd purity of ihe profession aa in primitive daj-«; wilh.' 
|real prouiises if failhful, of rebuilding ihe whIIs, and the] 
eettainty j/ rebelliuus, of being " tu). off hota vV« eai:^- ■>■ 
i people, " having a name among man ao taiKft" 



with them, that they should be his people, am 
he would be iheir God. And he said unto thetn| 
" There hath been in this Mountain, wars and 
bloodshed; and many of my people have erred 
therein, and have strayed from their good Shc| 
herd, who was meek, and low in heart, ai; 
gave his life for his sheep; who, when he was 
reviled, reviled not again; but suffered all, tin 
the will of the Father might be done. And e 
ought my people to have done, that my will 
might have been done in them; and not to hi 
distrusted the power of the Highest, and niadel 
flesh their arm; nor to have gone forth into thtt 
martial spirit, that is productive of bloodshed 
and misery; for it is contrary to my will, and} 
the glorious dispensation of the Gospel to maw 
kind, in those latter days; whereby many have 
shone as lights in the world; which many in 
this land rejected; and not in this land onlyi 
but also upon the faceof the whole earth. Bui 
it shall not be so in time to come; for, sj ' ' 
the Lord, " I will establish peace upon tha 
earth; and it shall come to pa^s, that he that 
formeth an instrument of war, shall he ashamed 
thereof; and I will judge him at the last day* 
The roaring of cannons and the beating ol 
drums, shall not be heard. The glittering 
sword, and all the instruments of war shaRi 
cease; and the prophecy of mine Anointed 
shall come to pass, 'Nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neirhcr shall they learn 
war any more.' Isa. ii. 4; for the moulh of 'thq 
Lord hath spoken it, and it shall surely come to 
florwjffts landing matty na,Uona aai. igc««JS 



pings resist it, and oppose its coming: behold! 
'saith the Lord, Ihey are hut as grasshoppers, 
and fade as ihc flowers of the earth, and go to, 
a dark house of silence, and arc seen of oien no 
more." 

"Therefore, give oar, my people, to mys 
words; and incline your hearts to wisdom, and, 
to learn underslanding; that ye may know the,( 
■will of your God, and do it; and ye shall hava 
peace from your enemies round about; and I. 
will build again, about this place, walls and 
bulwarks of my salvation; and ye shall knoviT' 
that the Lord your God hath visited you for 
good, and hath saved you from your euemiesj.. 
and also that ye were not able to save yourselves, 
in the time of trouble. And it shall be, so long; 
as ye remain faithful, and keep my command- 
ments, that I will keep and preserve you, and 
your generations, and ye shall be as Mount 
Sion, that cannot be removed. Hut if at any 
time you, or your sons, or your daughters, 
refuse and rebel, and 1 threaten you with my. 
judgments, to humble you — if you lift up your 
heel against me and my rebuke, as your fathers , 
have done, I will surely cut you off from the 
earth; and ye shall have a name among men no 
more; and I will break down the walls which I 
have set up about you, and they shall never be 
built again from henceforth for ever. 

" For, behold! saith the Lord, I brought yout 

fathers from a land wherein they were op- 

II p ressed, and could not servo me freely; and I 

moored tlio heathen back for vVievc aii^'es.', 'Csx^i'^'^ 



not by the power of the sword, nor strength of 
battle; but I myself rebuked them; that they 
should not destroy mine anointed, nor do my 
people any liarm. And I fed your fathers ia 
the wilderness many days, and gave then 
strcngch to euliivate the land, and blessed their 
labors with success, and gave them corn in 
abundance, and many goodly things, and they 
increased in the land; and their generations 
were in prosperitj', and they waxed fat, and 
rebelled against me; and in times of correction 
kicked, and lightly esteemed the Rock of their 
salvation. Nevertheless, 1 did not impute their 
sins unto you, neither have I numbered them 
to their children, neither will I; but every man 
shall suffer for his own sin." 

And he called unto many, and taught tbem 
many excellent things; and commanded tbeia 
to go forth, and publish this doctrine unto alt 
people, whithersoever he should send then;i> 
even the glad tidings of peace and salvation, t* 
as many as believed on the name of Him that. 
sent them, and received his law, and obeyed itf. 
promising to be with ihom from henceforth, and 
for ever and evermore. 

And the Lord said unto me, "Behold! I havB 
shown thee all these things, that thou mightest^ 
make them known to the people of this lands 
for I have determined to do unto this placttS 
according to all that thou hast seen. There- 
fore, now, write these things in a book; that il 
there be any that hear, they may hear and uit* 
derstand, aad repent, and be conveiVciit^l^nK^ 
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are not) that I may heal them, and save them 
from the great hour of temptation, which cora- 
eth on all flesh." 

But I said, "O Lord! wherefore should I 
write these things in a book? For, i9 not this 
Ihe new covenant dispensation? And is not 
the great Teacher come, who declared that hs 
would teach his people himself; that there may 
be no more occasion for any man to teach his 
neighbor, or his brother, the knowledge of the 
I>ord; for, have not all men known tlice from 
the least unto the greatest? And is not the true 
Light come into the world? And bath it not 
shined in every man's heart, and enlightened 
every man that comcth into the world; that 
through it they might believe; and behcving, re- 
ceive power to become the sons of God? And 
if men have refused this great Teacher, who 
came down from heaven, and manifested his 
holy Light in their hearts, how then wilt ihey 
hear me, who am but a youth, and a stripling, 
and one of low degree?" 

And the Lord answered me, saying, *' AH 
these things are true, and many more also; but 
nevertheless, that which I have commanded 
thee to write, that write; for I will be clear of 
the htood of all men, and leave them without 
excuse. And because many Iiave departed from 
their measure of the grace of God, and have 
forsaken the holy Light of Jesus, in their own 
hearts, there still remains a necessity to pro- 
phesy, and preach the Gospel. And inasmuch 
as thou hast beheld many Candlesticks vUoeft 
candlcB are almost gone owV, e.'s^'a. ■*»,"*« 
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tliere are some men who have almost forsaken 
the Light of their salvation, and are near to be 
ieft in darkness. And inasmuch as thou hast 
seen some left quite in darkness; even so, also, 
there arc some men in a state of nature, which 
is a state of darkness. And although the true 
Light hath shincd in their hearts, they would 
not receive it, nor comprehend it; but chose 
rather to follow the foolish imaginations of their 
own hearts. And inasmuch as thou sawest 
some golden Candlesticks, with bright candlea 
in them, even so, also, there are some people 
who are in a large degree of perfection and 
holiness. And as gold cxccedeth silver, and 
silver, brass; and brass, iron; even so are, 
some men more purified than others, and are 
proceeded father in tlie work of their souls sal- 
vation. And as thou sawest that judgment was 
to continue, until none appeared remaining, but 
them of pure gold, with lights burning in thcraj, 
even so, also, my judgments shall not ceasd: 
from this land, until all the inhabitants there(^ 
learn righteousness." 

" Yet, nevertheless, I will call in mercy unt*> 
this people, whether they will hear, or whethi 
they will forbear. And if any one shall hear m; 
voice, and open unto me, I will have mercy oi 
him, and his Candlestick shall not be removed! 
in mine anger. For, I declare to the world, 
this day, that I desire not the death of him that 
dieth; nor that a sinner should die in his sin^, 
whereby the kingdom of aatan may be ad- 
vanced. For I created man for a purpose of my' 
owB glory; and have vistled aW mea '«v\^ '^ 
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Light of the Son of my bosom, for the comple- 
tion thereof; and have waited long for llie spirit- 
ual return of fallen man; and, in the bowels of 
tender mercy, have sent forth my servants and 
bandmaids, whom I have known, to invite them 
that are gone astray to return unto me, and re* 
pent, and flee from the wrath that is to come on 
all them that die in their sins. For I can have 
no pleasure in the destruction of my creatures 
which I have made; neither is man's destruc- 
tion of me, but of himself; and that not through 
ignorance, but through hardness of heart, and 
unbelief. For I have been gracious to all peo- 
ple, whereby tlicy might have known me, and 
been at peace; and I have handed forth the of- 
fers of my salvation, without respect of persona. 
Nevertheless, if any man whom I have called^^ 
receive not the offers thereof, and will not re- 
turn at my reproof, I will be just in judgment, 
without respect of persons. Therefore fear not 
thou to write these things in a book, and pub*' 
lish them in thy native country; and if any man 
hear thee, and return unto me, then hast thou 
not labored in vain. But if no man will hear 
thee nor that which thou hast written, neither 
then hast thou labored in vain; but liaat done 
the will of Him that sent thee, and sliak have, 
the reward of peace of conscience. And If thou^ 
remain faithful, and hold out to the end, and 
faint not, 1 will be with thee, and raise thee up, 
at the last day." 

After these things, I aaX. aWe^V \»t*vcit^ •<»«.' 
Lord for a time; but hencc^oxVVv ^>5,^%\. ^"^^ »^«*^ 
tion with him any n\orc-, fot\as^^ w^^"*^**-"*" 



fire, and as a hammer in my heart; and I wJ 
broken before him, and humbled with hig ^ 
ness; and my heart was opened, and my finga 
were loosed to write; to show forth to tl 
world that which I have seen in the Light i 
the Lamb. And be it known unto all peop) 
to whom these few hnes may come, that no5 
withstanding things of this nature are, at thi 
time, something uncommon among men, yet! 
dare not distrust the wisdom of Heaven, nor diJ 
obey the command thereof; nor be so maa 
biassed by any thing carnal, as to hide the re-"! 
relation of the Son of God; as I shall answef J 
the same, at the peril of my soul. 

ISAAC CHILa j 
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